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For some months the politicel sentiment had been developing which hes oulmi~

- nated in the present crisis of the Republicen Government, The Soclalists

snd CNT memhera precipitated the crisis by building up adverse sentiment
towards Giral, believing him incapable of achieving a satisfactory end to

-the Spanish problen,

Foreign influences, mainly British, have not baeen lacking in this position
of the Socialists and Cenetistas. The propeganda of the BAC contributed to
the fall of the Govsimment.

It was unfortunate thet the crisis cama when it did. Three months ako it
could have had some effect on the meeting of the UN. Perhaps also it\might
heve been effective two months ago in helping to achieve & positiva result
from the conversations begun with the British at the time of the visit to
Paris on 18 and 19 Docember of Ernest Davies, Parliamentary Private Secro-
tary to tha British Minister of State.

The interview with Brisish elements was most importunt. It was the first
time that an offioclially authorized membsr of the British Govermmens had
approached the Government of the Republic to investigate the possibilities
of & solutiom. The pressence of Davies was sxplained by the course of the
conversation:

8- The British have no confidence in the monarchist solution.

b. Thae republican elemsnts of the Interior of Spein have little personal
suthorlty, and they do not represent the authentic opposition parties,
vhoss leaders in geoneral are in exile,

¢. Therofore, the British wsre upproaching exiled psrsonalities, and
specifically the Republican Governmont, which in their Judgment
was the most extensive democratic coalition and the foras which
could serve as the nucleus of & concentration of anti-Franco forces
to ambracs even the rightist sectors.
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Girsl assured Davies that he was disposed to collaborate with monarchists
and generals of snti-Pranco tendency and whatever neutral persons they
desired. e added thut if he himself. in the judgment of the British, wes
a deterrent to the attainnent of the solution, thoy had only to tell him so
and he would resign, for he rernmined at the head of' the Covermment only as
a patriotic duty und bLecause he saw, at the moment, no better aolution.

Davies answered that this wus not the case, but that those statements of
Oiral would create a good impression in Croat Britain., Ile invited Girs) to
visit London for a conference with tho 'finister of State, Hocusor lUolleil, who
is in cherge of Spanish affairs as doputy of Bovin, adding that eventually
hs might have an interview with Bevin hinself, deponding on what the lattor
said on his return from the United States., The first purt of January,
Davies inquired if Giral could come to London on 12 January. Giral esked
that the date be postponed since the Republican Govornment virtually had
entered e orisis.

It appears, therefore, that precipitation of the orisis was inopportune as
repards the time eleoment, and that it could and should have awaited the
conclugion by Giral in London of the conversation begun in Paris. But
the unpopulsrity of Giral was ulroady & reality, translatsd into slogana
such as "Neither the Dritish nor the Interior of Spain likes Giral™.

There was thus crssted a sort of hostile atmosphere which produced &
political fact.

The elements aotive azainst Giral were the following: The Socialists und
Cenetistus who participated in tie Govermment; as well us certain more or
less wuvering elements of vurious political organizations in the Interior,,
mainly the Socialists, Cemetiatas end cne sector of Republicans, comprising
the Interior ANFD, plus the Consell acional de Catuluuys. Also in the
Interior the libersl elements of wvarious kinds must at least be mentioned,
such a8 Cid, agrarian; Rufeel Guerra del Rio, Conservative Republicen;
Filiberto Villalobos Gonzalez, Republicen; lanuel Jimenez Fernandez, Christian
Democrat: and otherswho had been minister:zin the. various Republican oabinets.
British propaganda, Ly weens of broudomsting or through her apgente, nainly
in Madrid, had resched the point of proposing s coalition govermment of
rightists und leftists, indicating that the Government of Giral was not
representative.

Once the Socialists and Conetlistas had ubundoned Girel, the only possibility
remaining to hin wes to form & ocompletely republican government, without the
working nusses, without the trade-union organizetions, and unconnected with
the Interior forces which would not follow it. llowever, the republican
forces seemed to Le allied to Comaumism. Thus there was no other solution
than to give to the Socialists the task of forming & govermment since it
was they who precipiteted the orisis and therofore they whio should be en-
trusted with tho responsibility resulting froa it.

hocording to the Socialiats, the problem is one of tactics, alwuyp mein-
taining the Republicen Institutions without compromise and procleiming
allugisnce to the Republie, To this point, the crisis resemblos u normal
orisis of any demooratioc regime. The Covernment is following the seme
program &8 previously, with nore efliomcions tuctics, and above all in &
way more in accord with the state of mind in the Interior.

The uttitude of the Busques and Cataluns has alwuys been ta try to get the
largest coalition of demvoratic forces into the Govermment. Thersfore,
they withheld support from Burcia because hev did not huve the con’idence of
the Socialigts. Their supoort of the Socialist leadership is conditioned
on Llopis® calling ou all political factions without exception. This it
seemg Llopis is disposed to do, judging by the ¢conferences that huve been
held to date.
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The Socialiat Govermment, made up as it appears it will be of all democratic
elements without exception, cen pursue a 1line closer to that of the Interior
groups than did that of Giral. Periaps they will get more sympathy from
the British Govermment and avoid the effects of the propagande that had
sccumulated ageingt the previous Govermment.

If this govermment of Socialist tendency can manage to take over from Franoco,
it will take & popular vote in the country, possibly in electiona, t ¥38ibly
in & plebiscite after the setting up of & full coalition of all ant.i-franco
elements. If the Government cannot do this, it will Le neceasary to take
steps to another solution. The Socialists have ohligatsd themselves to
leave the hepublican Institutions outaside of any compromise, to serve s

a rallying point for whatever olection or plebiscite can be offered.

doerment contating informatiun
atfed the wationsl defenas of the
thin the

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000400310001-6




